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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 

in the application. 

Listing of Claims 
1-20 (Cancelled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) A load transfer aeeeiBbly-elemenLfor a vehicle door 
h^nn an inner p ^i and an outer panel, the load transfer element c omprising: 

a -l oad transfer o l omont diopoocd generally within the vohiolo door; 

a first r^rtion having a first f eaetion-surfacejtttached to the inner panel 

an d a seeond s,,rfar ° faRing the n,,ter nanel and fnrmed on an opposite side of Mld fiirst 

portion from said first surfac e - disposed on said l oad transfer o l omsnt ond fac i ng an 

outor pano l of tho voh i o l o door; and 

a second portion extending from sa id first portion and having an MPPer 
surface and » lower surface formed sub stantially perpendicular to said second surface; 
reaction cu rfn c o di fir 1 ™* nn rni fi lnnri tranofor el omont ond facing an innor panol of tho 
v eh icle d oo r, C3 i d c oc o nd rnryrt™ r..rfirn fnmnnH nonorol l y opooc i t o said firot react io n 

UUI IWWUi, 

wherein paid l oad tranGfor olomont trancfors an app l i e d load from sold firot 
reaction curfnoc tn said seeoad ration ourfaoo wh i le minimizing onorgy aboorptfon of 
caid appllod lonrt « Haarance is defined between said lower surface of said second 
portion and said second surface o f said first portion. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The load transfer assefnbly-eJeji2ent_of Claim 22, 
wherein said ^^-hndyfirst portion further comprises an attachment arm,-*aie 
jttnchmont arm operable to fixedly attach u a i d l oad tmnrrf n r rlo m o nt said first portion to 
eaid-the inner panel. 

23. (Currently Amended) The load transfer element of Claim 22, wherein said 
attachment arm is integrally formed with sakUajd Joad tranofor olomflnt fir st portion . 

24. (Currently Amended) The load transfer element of Claim 21, wherein said 
uocon d r oi r t inn swfaee is in engagement wife onid inner ptin pl olearance is positioned 
to avoid transferring a predetermined toad applied at the outer panel to the inner pan el. 

25. (Currently Amended) The load transfer element of Claim 21 , wherein said 
firct reaction swfaee r t"™ h n P nrt fr n m caid outor P ane l * fli<i predetermined toad is 
applied to the outer panel bv an F MVSS 214 barrier. 

26. (Currently Amended) A door assembly comprising: 

an inner panel; 

an outer panel fixedly attached to said inner panel, said inner and outer 
panels defining an interstitial space therebetween; and 

a load transfer element generally disposed within said interstitial space, 
said load transfer element operable to transfer an applied toad from said outer panel to 
said inner panel while minimizing energy absorption of said applied loadund 
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wherein said load transfer element is positioned within said interstitial 
space so as to «v"id a test lo ad from an FMVSS 214 barrier. 

27. (Previously Presented) The door assembly of Claim 26, wherein said load 
transfer element is fixedly attached to said inner panel. 

28. (Previously Presented) The door assembly of Claim 26, wherein said load 
transfer element is spaced apart from said outer panel. 

29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Currently Amended) A vehicle comprising: 

a door aperture having a first structural member and a second structural 

member; 

a door matingly received in said door aperture and supported by said first 
and second structural members, said door comprising: 

an inner panel hingedly attached to said first structural member at a 
first end and selectively engaging said second structural member at a second end; 

an outer panel fixedly attached to said inner panel, said inner and 
outer panels defining an Interstitial space therebetween; and 

a load transfer element generally disposed between said outer 
panel and said second structural member, said load transfer element operable to 
transfer an applied load from said outer panel to said second structural member while 
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minimizing energy absorption of said applied load; 

whfimin said load transfer element Is positioned wfthjn said interstitial 
s pace so as to avoid a test load from an FMVSS 214 barrier. 

31. (Currently Amended) The vehicle of Claim 30, wh oroin ooid further 
comprising a sensor-is disposed on said second structural member. 

32. (Currently Amended) The vehicle of Claim 3031. wherein said sensor is 
generally disposed between said inner panel and said second structural member. 

33. (Currently Amended) The vehicle of Claim 3031, wherein said sensor is an 
air bag sensor. 

34. (Previously Presented) The vehicle of Claim 30, wherein said load transfer 
element is fixedly attached to said inner panel. 

35. (Previously Presented) The door assembly of Claim 30, wherein said load 
transfer element is spaced apart from door outer panel. 

36. (Cancelled) 
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